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A  lot has happened since the publication of our September 

2021 Newsletter.   Nancy Thorpe and Deb Auclair attended 

the NCCS 2021 Conference held this year in Potomac, MD 

on September 17-18, 2021.  Our own, Angela Schneider, was there 

as well serving in her role at NCC President Elect.  This year’s 

conference was ALL ABOUT 

YOU!   This conference’s programs 

were designed to help us meet our 

chapter goals.  

It was a fun time of laughter, 

learning and sharing and making 

new friends!  We all share a 

common mission, and we are 

dedicated to doing anything we can to help children in our local 

communities.  We invited all who attended to come visit us in 

September of 2022 

for the National CCS 

Convention to be held 

at Ventana Canyon. 

Our Tucson chapter 

was acknowledged at 

the conference with a 

certificate recognizing 

our 50 years of 

helping children in the 

greater Tucson area! 

We learned from 

experts in the non profit field about how to crisply tell our story.   

Angela says, ‚We at National take pride in hosting a Conference 

every two years to visit and share our Founder's heritage and 

mission.  It was an incredible weekend to bring us back to the 

beginning, ‘The personal element brings true charity into life.  The 

Giver and the Gift are brought together and the link is the Christ 

Child.’  Mary Virginia Merrick, servant of God.‛ 

 

 

CCST Officers (2021-2023): 

President:   
Deborah Auclair  

Immediate Past President:  
Nancy Thorpe 

Vice President:  
Vita Balsino  

Vice Pres. Membership Chair & Chapter 
Liaison:  

Dianna Balsamo  

Recording Secretary:  

Jean Brabenec  

Corresponding Secretary: 

Cindy Horner 

Treasurer:  

Nancy Thorpe 

Board Members at Large: 

Bonnie Alberts 

Frances Smith  

Pat Lunsford  

Deb Auclair, Nancy Thorpe and Angela Schneider Deb Auclair, 

visit the gravesite of our Founder, Mary Virginia Merrick. 
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Christmas Service  

Activities:  
Catholic Community Services (CCS) is 
another outlet for serving children / fos-
ter families.  This week, they have sup-
plied 79 names of children in need of 
something for Christmas.  Forty-eight 
percent (48%) of the tags have been se-
lected by members and friends. As of 
this writing, there are still 41 more tags 
to share. Action:  tags for Christmas 
gifts made available to members.  Each 
took ~3 tags and will return unwrapped 
to our December 13th meeting. 

Special Events 
Cindy Horner represented our organization at 
the American Heritage Girls’ National Day of 
Service.  She helped the girls tie fleece blankets 
for foster teens.  They also decorated angels for 
the Christmas Angel Tree.  Thanks, Cindy, for 
all you do! 

Cindy Horner, our corresponding secretary, befriends an American 

Heritage Girl 

Bonnie Alberts, our Literacy Chair, encourages this young 

girl to help the Pio Decimo children. 

CCST participated in the Pio Decimo Elf/Christmas Pre school 

party on Dec. 7th.  A great time was had by all! 
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Kindness Initiative at the Highlands 

Lee Morrison proudly displaying the programs the Christ Child 

Society of Tucson supports at the Kindness Initiative  

The Highlands at Dove Mountain 

conducted a ‚kindness‛ event where 

the Christ Child Society of Tucson 

was allowed to display our three main 

programs, (Layettes, Literacy and 

Wings) and share this information 

with others.  It was held on Friday 

11/12 from noon to 4:00 PM.  Lee 

Morrison helped staff our table and 

showed off examples of what we 

provide. A total of eighty groups 

participated at the Highlands! 

Denim and Diamonds  

We are going to build on our success from our 50th Gala... 

We are doing it again on 

Saturday, May 14, 2022.  

This fun event makes it 

possible for us to help the 

children of the greater 

Tucson area.  Please save 

the date and join us for 

dinner, silent auction and 

maybe a live auction like 

last year! 
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Donations passed along … 
What a joy it was to be able to help Santa Cruz School 
purchase Chrome books for their students.  We have been 
blessed by many generous donations at our Denim & 
Diamonds 50th Anniversary Gala.  We also helped San 
Xavier Mission School.  On September 20, 2021, Angela 
Schneider, Patty Horton and Deb Auclair presented the 
Christ Child Society of Tucson’s donation of $10,000 to the 
San Xavier Mission School. Principal Vanessa Roth of  San 
Xavier Mission School, is using our donation to help fund a 
literature series from Houghton Mifflin Harcourt,  a 
publisher of textbooks, instructional technology materials, 
assessments, reference works, fiction and non-fiction for 
both young readers and adults. 

 

Vanessa was so surprised and grateful that she cried! 
This is what the principal’s office looks like – ‚Dream Big, 

Work Hard, Be Kind‛ great words to live by! 

Patty Horton, Angela Schneider, Vanessa Rothstein, Deb Auclair,   

at the presentation of check to San Xavier Mission School. 

Layettes Program 

Dianna and Vita dropped off layettes to Casa de 
Los Ninos. They will be delivering more in 
January to Banner Children's Center.   A shout 
out goes to Judy Bodor and her team from 
Saddle Brook who 
picked up 14 bags 
of crocheted baby 
blankets, toy dogs 
and balls, all 
handmade, 
totaling 300 
items!  Thank you 
ladies! 
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About fifteen members and friends from sur-
rounding Tucson areas including Green Valley, 
have donated books.   
This was made possible by the generosity and 
efforts of our members. Some books were pur-
chased from Scholastic and from the Pima 

County Library sale - Naranja Branch and also 
The Heritage at Dove Mountain and a neighbor-
hood in Green Valley.  These books will be dis-
tributed to the children we serve in the Greater 
Tucson vicinity. 

The National Day of Service is celebrated annually 

the last week of October in honor of our founder, 

Mary Virginia Merrick. This year the theme for NDS 

was ‚Fostering a Love Reading – Together.‛ Along 

with the other chapters across the United States, we 

collected as many books as possible in one week in 

an effort to impact childhood literacy.  Our Tucson 

Chapter collected over 1,300 books primarily from 

donations from members and friends.  We also made 

use of the gently used book sale at our local library. 

 
The books are in the process of being deliv-

ered.  Right now, they have been sorted into age 

groups and are in our storage unit awaiting delivery. 

Christ Child Society of Tucson is working with San 

Xavier and Santa Cruz Mission Schools, as well as 

the Pio-Decimo Center and surrounding Tucson 

Communities. We plan to share them at Tucson area 

schools and pre-schools where our members will 

read to the children and let them take books 

home.  They should be delivered in December and 

into 2022.  

Our October meeting where some of the donated 

books were collected! 

Nancy and Deb at the Oro Valley Public Library book sale 
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If you would like to donate, become a member or get more information about  

The Christ Child Society of Tucson,  please visit our webpage: 

www.christchildsocietyoftucson.com 

or call:  520-400-4447, 520-616-2191 

...in closing 

1. Prayer begins in a restless heart, Listen to its 
stirring. 

2. Prayer is yearning for one’s true home.  Fol-
low its lead. 

3. Prayer is like a garden.  Tend it and it will be 
fruitful. 

4. Don’t worry about words or formulas.  Pray-
er is also about listening. 

5. Prayer has many methods, Do it your own 
way. 

6. Pray always but schedule special times too.  
The spirit, like the body, needs formal exer-
cise. 

7. Let your prayer be short. Love needs few 
words. 

8. Pray where you are, God is everywhere. 
9. If you want to do something, ask yourself, ‚Is 

this what God wants?‛ God wants your true 
good. 

10. Remember your work and struggles are not 
unholy. Pray and God will come to you just 
as you are. 

11. When you’re praying becomes dry and rou-
tine, keep at it. Parched earth welcomes the 
rain. 

12. Bring your anger to prayer. Hot metal can be 
molded. 

13. When you sin and continue to fail, pray any-
way. God keeps loving you. 

14. Pray when you’re worried.  Prayer puts eve-
rything in perspective. 

15. If, for any reason, you cannot pray, relax. The 
desire to pray is already a prayer. 

16. When prayer invites you to take risks, have 
courage. God will uphold you. 

17. When you feel sad or sorry, weep. Tears are 
prayers of the heart. 

18. If you don’t like somebody, pray for them.  
Prayer reveals the hidden God. 

19. When you receive bad news take heart. Pray-
er uncovers the spark in the cinders. 

20. When sickness, age, pain or worry steals 
your concentration, relax. God is an under-
standing friend. 

21. If you begin to feel advanced in the ways of 
prayer, think again, God’s life runs deeper 
than your feelings or experiences. 

22. If prayer makes you passive or indifferent, it 
isn’t prayer. True prayer will bear fruit in 
care and service. 

23. Use quiet times for prayer. Silence draws you 
to the Infinite. 

24. Use noisy times for prayer. Sound is the 
clamor of creation seeking God. 

25. Pray when you are lonely. Prayer puts you in 
the company of angels. 

26. When life is cruel and unjust, keep praying. 
God is the victim not the cause. 

27. Touch the joys and troubles of your friends 
and neighbors.  Shared life is a shared pray-
er. 

28. When you heart is bursting with thanks, just 
be. God’s spirit is praying with you. 

29. When you are overawed with Mystery, just 
be. God’s spirit is praying with you. 

30. Embrace the whole world in your prayer. 
Peace depends on it. 

31. Pray in your resting. Sleep is the prayer of a 
creature secure in God’s love. 

32. Pray in your raising. Each day draws you 
closer to the Light. 

Prayer Therapy by Keith McClellan, O. S. B. 
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American Heritage Girls Help Big Time! 

If you ever needed any rea-
son to be proud of the 
next generation, look no 
farther than Tucson’s own 
American Heritage Girls!  
The girls earn badges and 
can make their own re-
quirements for obtaining a 
badge.  One AHG obtained 
25 empty hand sewn 
drawstring bags and filled 
them with the items need-
ed by foster teens.  They 
also provided another 
twenty book bags filled 
with essentials! 

The AHG’s even designated whether the drawstring bags were for boys or girls.  The Social Worker at 
Aviva was touched by the cute tags they made and held it up during the photograph! 

Wings, con’t. 

Please continue to think of 

ways to engage others in our 

mission. 
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Wings, con’t. 

How to get involved with Wings 

One of our new members, Patty Horton, is from Green 
Valley and has become a big part of our Wings 
program.  She obtained drawstring bags kits and told her 
friends how to sew them.  If they needed help with the 
pattern, she went over to their house and helped them 
through it.  She gathered a group of friends and hosted a 
cleverly named ‚Scissors, Snip and Sip‛ event where wine 
and kit making were central themes. For one of her friends 
that said she couldn’t cut straight lines, Patty found a job 
for her that she could do (cutting cording to 2-yard 
increments)!  It is this clever way of meeting that assists our 
mission to help children.   Patty asked her Pastor to let his 
Church know about our Society.   Here is the bulletin article 
Fr. Moldanado approved: 

 

Patty (post pickle ball) with the latest contribu-

tion to the Christ Child Society of Tucson 
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Fifty two drawstring bags were delivered this quarter to Aviva.  Since the beginning of our fiscal year in 

July 2021, we have delivered eighty seven (87) drawstring bags.  Eleanor Springer, Community Resource 

Liaison of Aviva, has provided a wonderful summary of what our Wings program means to Aviva. 

Wings - Foster Teen Drawstring Bag Program  
Deb Auclair  
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Wings, con’t. 

Another special ‚Thank You‛ to Gail Rubino who 

donated over 45 fabric remnants that will make at 

least 45 drawstring bags!  Your donations are very 

necessary! 

Do you have any extra fabric that can be cut into 

20‛ by 16‛ pieces to make drawstring bags?  Please 

email Deb at Deb@auclair1.com or call (585)309-

9064.  Thank you so much!  

Check out this link to our web site 

https://christchildtucson.org/wp-content/

uploads/2021/03/CCST-Drawstring-Bag-

Pattern-with-side-strings-V6.pdf for the 

pattern to make bags. 

Calendar 

Please take note of all upcoming 2021-2022 CCST Meetings, Fundraisers and Events (Rev. Nov. 26, 2021) 
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