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Christ Child Society of Tucson
Officers:

Immediate Past President & NDS Award Chair, Carol Pickle,
made us aware on December 11, 2020 that our chapter was
one of the winners. We are very thankful for receiving this
award which not only included a $500 check to use for whatever program we wish, new or old. We are also thankful for
the kind words she expressed for our chapter:
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Fundraising Update
Continued from our last newsletter:
… September 2020
Dear Friend of Christ Child Society,
We have decided to hold a non-event fundraiser
– “Bowling for Babies”- but we are not going to
the bowling alley.
As a non-profit dedicated to serving children in
need, we are not able to have any fundraising
events due to the Covid 19 Virus this year.
Here are some more names we would like to
honor from generous donors to our 2020 Virtual Baby Bowl:



In honor of Eric Bruss Family by Mr. & Mrs. C. Sensale
In Memory of Carlos Trujillo donated by Alan and Dot Crosby

Christ Child Society Tucson Re-Launches
The Christ Child Society of Tucson’s Teen Hygiene Collection Event
was conducted at Santa Catalina Catholic Church on February 13th 14th at all the Masses.
The Christ Child Society of Tucson has been helping the Tucson children in need for
50 years and it was appropriate that Santa Catalina, who has been there for us with Layettes of Love,
was the Church where CCST re-launched Wings.
As Pat Lunsford shared with us, Wings was a CCST program in
2002. We have collected items for teens who have been displaced
from their homes, by supporting Aviva Children’s Services, an
Easter Seals organization. Aviva tell us that teens are often an
overlooked group. When many are removed from their homes by
Child Protective Services, they have nothing. What’s worse is
that people who agree to take the teens have nothing for them.
That’s where we and Santa Catalina came in! Three SUVs full of
items were collected, including body wash, socks and blankets.
These items will be put in a drawstring bag that our members
hand sew. The bags contain a pocket for a special daily
devotional book, called “Jesus Calling” by Sarah Young.
On the following pages we celebrate some of those who
volunteered to create bags, and participated in the collection drive
at Santa Catalina.
Continued on next page
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As mentioned, the signature bags of the
Wings program are sewn by chapter members
and volunteers using kits (complete with
fabric materials, notions and construction
instructions) created by Deb Auclair. The
Society welcomes volunteers (both members
and non-members) to help with the bag
construction. If interested, contact Deb at
deb@auclair1.com.
Finished drawstring bags

Some sewers were creative using “Day of the Dead” fabric for the drawstring bags!
84 kits have been
distributed to
volunteers and 64
completed
drawstring bags have
been returned.
The Wings collection
drive collected many
necessary item and
cash from generous
Santa Catalina
Catholic Church
parishioners.
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Our “Wingless” Angels who have contributed to the
“Wings” Drive Efforts in various ways

Vita Balsino with an informational board
made by her grand daughter, Marissa.

Pat Lunsford

Nancy Thorp

Bonnie Alberts

Angela Schneider

Dianna Balsamo (among other team members shown on
this page) manned the collection table at Santa Catalina
Church.
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Christ Child Society of
Tucson’s 50th Anniversary
Gala Update
I hope this article finds you all in excellent health
and safety as we are finally seeing the light at the
end of the Covid Tunnel. I really hope we can
talk in person regarding the upcoming Denim
and Diamonds 50th Anniversary Celebration for
our Christ Child Society of Tucson, at the
upcoming meeting on March 8th. The committee
has been working hard to assure that this Gala is
the best ever. But we need all of you. The
invitations are out and it is time to share this
milestone anniversary with all your family and
friends.
We have been working so hard to make this
event safe for all. Thank God that the vaccines
are out now and most of us have had the
opportunity to receive them.
The COVID challenge has led us to change our
event just a little. We will be holding the dinner
in an outside garden on the lovely grounds at
the Oasis at Wildhorse Ranch, and we will have
table options of 6 or 8 people at an entire table.
The Oasis has been successfully serving events
at 50% and following all CDC guidelines.
We are the only event on the property that
evening. We will start with a Mass celebration at
Our Lady of the Desert Church prior to the
beginning of the Gala at The Oasis at the Wild
Horse Ranch, 6801 N Camino Verde, Tucson, AZ.
You will be greeted and able to join in a happy
hour of margaritas and beer. There are so many
opportunities to participate in different raffles,
baskets, a wine pull raffle, silent and live auction
items, which will blow your mind. I can’t begin
to tell you how helpful and generous so many
businesses have been to promote our event.
We even have a great weekend package from the
Ritz Carlton as one of these many incredible bid
items.

We have a
tribute to our
veterans and a flag
ceremony performed by
the American Heritage Girls.
Dan Shinkel will be our DJ and Barb
McGuinness will lead us in some Line
Dancing. We will have a short video of “Then and
Now” to share with you. We also will have Angelina
Schmidt, Santa Cruz School Principal, Maria
Rothstein, Principal of San Xavier Mission School,
Marcia Zerler, Executive Director of Pio Decimo
and Eleanor Springer from Aviva, a Forster Child
Agency whom we have been helping with basic
needs for their infants to teens. They will all share
a couple of minutes on how their relationship with
this Christ Child Tucson Society Chapter has
helped the at-risk children and families they work
with in our Tucson Communities.
Also, in attendance will be the National Christ Child
Board President, Molly Fanning from Columbus,
OH and her husband, Carol Pickle, Past President
and her spouse from Denver as well as Moira Lynch
from Bethesda, Maryland our Executive Director
and yours truly, President Elect.
We have been promoting and have some tables sold
to Knights, clergy (guests), and friends. The
invitations have gone out.
You all should be proud to be a part of this
wonderful celebration and be acknowledged for
serving over 2500 at risk children, families and
schools each year for the past 50 years. Hope to see
you all there! If you have any questions, or you did
not receive an invitation, please let me know at 520616-2191, schneid24@hotmail.com.
With the Blessings of the Christ Child,
Angela Schneider, Past President
Tucson Christ Child Chapter.
National Christ Child Board President
Elect
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The Highlands at Dove Mountain Quilt Club
Donates Quilts to the Christ Child Society, Tucson Chapter
Continuing its decades long mission of providing quilts
to area charities, the Highlands Quilt Club donated 82
quilts to the Tucson Chapter of the Christ Child Society. Christ Child Society of Tucson delivers quilts to
Casa De Los Ninos, Pima County Health Department,
Aviva Children’s Services, so the nurses and social
workers can deliver to newly born infants and their
moms. These quilts will be taken to the Aviva also for
school-aged children in need as well as the Steele Pediatric Cancer Research Center/Diamonds Children Hospital. Adult Quilts will be made for transitional housing
at Pio Decimo Center.
The Highlands Quilt Club has a long history of providing quilts to local charities. The Quilt Club has met
every Saturday continuously, year-round, since
1998. In a typical year, they donate up to 25 adult and children's quilts to the Gospel Rescue Mission's
Women's Recovery Program, 30 charity quilts to the Marana Resource Center, 30-40 preemie quilts to
Tucson Medical Center, and recently donated 12 large quilts to the Tucson Quilters Guild First Responders Project. In response to the COVID19 pandemic, the Quilt Club made hundreds of masks for
the Marana Department of Health, the Carondelet Health Care Center and the Highlands staff.
Thank you, Highlands of Dove Mountain Quilt Club, for your heart filled generosity and beautiful
quilts. These quilts, have put a smile on so many children in need, right here in Tucson.
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Christ Child Society of Tucson Calendar
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In Closing

“Faith is not shelter against difficulties but belief in the face
of all contradictions.” - - Paul Tournier

Quotes form “Quiet Whispers from God’s Heart for Women” by
Cheri Fuller

“Let your home be your parish, your little brood your
congregation, your living room a sanctuary, and your knee a
sacred alter.” - - Billy Graham

“Love, expressed in kindness, permits us to unfold” - - Becky
Feedman
“This is exactly the place Gods means me to be in, the place I
am capable of filling: there is no mistake. My life is in the
proper setting.” - - Anna Robertson Brown
“Take your everyday, ordinary life – your sleeping, eating, going
to work and walking around and place it before God as an
offering.” - - Romans 12:1
“I am not bound to make the world go right, but only to
discover and to do, with cheerful heart, the work that God
appoints.” - - Jean Ingelow
“Emotional peace and calm come after doing God’s will and not
before.”- - Erwin W. Lutzer
“We know that all things work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are the called according to His
purpose.” - - Romans 8:28
“The winds of God are always blowing … but you must hoist
your sail.” - - Francois Fenelon

“God will not ask how many books you have read; how many
miracles you have worked; He will ask you if you have done
your best, for the love of Him.” - - Mother Teresa.
“He gives more grace when the burdens grow greater. He
sends more strength when the labors increase. When we
reach the end of our hoarded resources, Our Father’s full
giving is only begun.” - - Annie Johnson Flint
“Give to the world the best that you have, and the best will
come back to you.” - - Madeline Bridges
“God can do great things with our lives, if we but give them
to Him in sincerity.” - - Anna Robertson Brown
“Giving is a joy if we do it in the right spirit. It all depends on
whether we think of it as ‘What can I spare?’ or as ‘What can
I share?’ ” - - Esther Burkholder
“Be assured, if you walk with Him and look to Him, and
expect help from Him, He will never fail you.” - - George
Mueller

“Every act of trust makes the next act less difficult, until at
length, if these acts are persisted in, trusting becomes like
breathing .” - - Hannah Whitall Smith
“When you come to the point where He’s all you have, you
realize He’s all you need.” - - Anonymous
“Laughter is God’s medicine, the most beautiful therapy God
ever gave humanity.” - - Anonymous
“As older women, we need to share our rich legacy of wisdom
and experience with younger moms, for as we help a mother,
we help her family. As families go, so goes society.” - - Brenda
Hunter
“Before us is a future all unknown, a path untrod. Beside us a
friend well-loved and known. That friend is God.” - Anonymous

If you would like to donate, become a member or get more information about
The Christ Child Society of Tucson, please visit our webpage:
www.christchildtucson.org
or call: 585-200-9026
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In Memory
We would like to honor Paul Brabenec who passed
away in January. His wife, Jean Brabenec, has been
an outstanding Christ Child Society member for the
past 31 years and says “ I have enjoyed being a
member of Christ Child Society and will continue to
be as long as I can help all those in need”.
Jean started in the Cleveland Chapter, then went to
Palm Beach, Florida, then to Boca and Stewart,
Florida where she was President at both. She and her
husband relocated to Tucson and she has served as
our corresponding/recording secretary to date. What
a beautiful, joyful and generous member she is! We
continue to pray for her loss of her soul mate, Paul,
on January 2, 2021 .
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