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The Little Red Wagon Story 
We recently had an opportunity to see “The Little Red Wagon 
Story” as created by the Phoenix chapter.   We found it so 
compelling that we wanted to share it with our Tucson 
members and friends... 
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Corresponding Secretary:  
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Christ Child Society of Tucson’s own Red Wagon Story  
CCST and Our Lady of the Desert donations allowed eighty families to have a Merry Christmas.  We 
are very grateful to Fr. Pat Grile, Fr. Brian Johnson and Our Lady of the Desert parishioners (they 
are truly a blessing) for their above and beyond support.  Here are pictures of the gifts that were 
delivered to Catholic Community Services along with some thank you notes from the families and 
their case workers. 

“I just wanted to reach out 
and share that, especially 
as someone who is new to 
my families; it meant so 
much to both me and my 
families to be able to 
share the holiday season 
with them. Bringing some 
joy to the kids by being 
able to drop off stockings 
and gifts was such a treat 
for all of us.  All of the 
kids seemed so surprised 
to be receiving something, 
and the gifts were so 
thoughtful and lovingly 
packaged, the kids really 
felt like they were being 
thought about as individu-
als.  One child in particu-
lar opened an action fig-
ures, gasped, looked at me 
and exclaimed, “HOW DID 
YOU KNOW?!”  It was re-
ally great to do, and I’m 
so grateful to the donors, 
as are their families.” 

“All the children that I delivered the gifts to were very appreciative.  
The little ones were excited to play with the boxes and anything that 
made noise.  The elementary age kids were extremely excited with the 
fact that they were getting gifts. 

They smiled and showed off each and every gift they received.  The 
teenagers were extremely thankful for the gifts; they thanked me and 
hugged me without being told to do so!” 

“The art supplies my twelve-year-old received is not just for having 
fun; she is using her art to work through some very difficult emotions, 
so that she may be able to have a life that doesn't include so much 
unhealed hurt from not being with her parents.  I believe that this is 
something that may literally change the course of her life.” 
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Cont.  Christ Child Society of Tucson’s own Red Wagon Story  

“The gifts provided by the Christ Child went to two families.  One family was a single mother with 
three children who has been really struggling.  She works full time, but the costs continue to rise 
and eat away at her paycheck, so Christmas gifts would have been very difficult for her to man-
age for all of the children.  There was immense gratitude from her and all three of her children 
when I arrived with a bundle of gifts.  All three children were very excited to see and be able to 
place all of their gifts under their tree.  The oldest boy looked at everything and said, “This was 
the best Christmas.” 

The second family was a couple and three children.  They had been having financial difficulties 
due to the father being out of work.  The children are all very young so they didn’t understand 
the significance of the moment, but the parents sure did.  Not only did this family receive toys 
and new clothing for the children, they received bedding and plush blankets which is something 
they desperately needed as their home gets very cold.  Both mom and dad were very grateful for 
everything we were able to provide them and repeatedly said, ‘Thank you!’” 

Santa Bernie Chuinard and his CCST elves (Judy, Cindy, Angela, Bonnie, Nancy) made Christmas happier 
for pre-school children at Pio Decimo this December.  Pio Decimo appreciates CCST donations! 

Santa Bernie and CCST Visit Pio Decimo 
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Christ CCST Fundraiser Denim and Diamonds: we are 

going to build on our success from our 50th Gala...  
We are doing it again on Saturday, May 14, 2022.  This fun event makes it possible for us to help the 

children of the greater Tucson area.  Please save the date and join us for dinner, silent & live auctions, 

dancing and more! 
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Recap of CCST 2021 Service Activities 

The flyers on this 
page have been 
created to help 
communicate  
the various CCST 
activities that 
help serve the 
underserved 
children in 
Tucson.    

The flyer on the 
next page helps 
communicate 
how CCST uses 
donated funds 
and the benefits  
to both CCST 
and the donor.   

Bernie and Judy 
Chuinard have 
had great success 
raising donations 
with these  
communications.  

If you would like 
copies of these 
flyers, please 
contact Bernie 
(berniechuinard
@hotmail.com)  
or Deb 
(Deb@auclair1.com).
   

mailto:berniechuinard@hotmail.com
mailto:berniechuinard@hotmail.com
mailto:Deb@auclair1.com
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If you have never experienced an NCCS Conference or Convention then this is the opportunity of life-
time.  In 2022 it is in our backyard...Tucson!   Bishop Wiesenberger is attending.  He is very appreciative 
of the work our chapter does in Tucson.  We would love for you to come and enjoy it.  
Blessings,   Angela Schneider, NCCS President Elect 

National Christ Child Convention 2022 

Literacy (Bonnie) 

The literacy committee has been active 
making the books we collected ready to 
distribute to children in need.  Bonnie and 
Nancy and Deb’s friend from NYS, Gloria, 
spent an afternoon placing “Gift of CCST” 
stickers that Pat L. printed in books! 

Program Updates 
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Program Updates, cont. 

Layettes Program  

(Dianna & Vita)  

Dianna and Vita delivered forty 
layettes to the mothers of new-
borns at Answers for Life, a Tuc-
son Pregnancy Center.  Their mot-
to is “Your first step to a changing 
life.”  The CCST Layette Commit-
tee also gave them knitted hats 
and beautifully sewn quilts.  An-
swers for Life was beyond thrilled 
at CCST’s generosity. The Layette 
Committee also delivered age ap-
propriate books to Casa de Los 
Ninos.  Dianna has been working 
with St. Augustine’s Pack the Play-
pen event which will occur during 
the 40 days of Lent. 

Editor’s Note:  Just as I was 
completing this month’s 
newsletter, I received an 
email from “Mary”.   I just 
had to include it.   In case 
you were ever wondering 
whether crocheting an 
afghan could make a 
difference,  just read her 
heart-felt note. 

Our chapter members and 
I are so proud of our 
layette committee for 
creating such wonderful 
outcomes. 

-Deb     

Picture mosaic added at “Mary’s” request. 
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Hi!  I’m Deb Auclair, a fel-

low Santa Catalina parish-

ioner and president of the 

Christ Child Society of 

Tucson, an organization 

who has been helping un-

derserved children in the 

Tucson area for over 50 

years.  We are so thankful 

that Fr. Lamar and Santa 

Catalina Church is allow-

ing the Christ Child to 

hold a collection event 

next weekend at all Masses again this year! 

I’d like to take a moment to give you some 

background on what this really is.  Last year, 

many of you have already donated to this 

event. Thank you! 

A lot of people don’t realize that when Child 

Protective Services removes a teen from a 

home there is not a lot of time.  The foster 

teens leave with nothing and their foster family is often unprepared.  This is why we collect! 

The items you donate, whether it is toiletries, socks, or blankets, are placed in a drawstring bag that 

our members hand sew (example here).  The bags contain a pocket for a special daily devotional 

book, called “Jesus Calling” by Sarah Young (hold up book).  

What brought this need home to me was an interaction I had at Joann’s Fabric store. I was shopping 

for fabric to make Wings drawstring bags for foster teens.  A young girl was cutting my fabric and 

kindly asked (like they always do) what I was making.  When I told her I am sewing drawstring bags 

for foster teens, she exclaimed, ‘I was once one of those teens.  This will mean the world to them.  It 

shows them that someone cares!’  I felt this was truly a God moment. 

So please remember at all Masses next weekend, we will be collecting items for foster teens that have 

been displaced from their homes. We give a quantity of our bags every month to Aviva Children’s 

Services, an Easter Seals organization, who is very happy to distribute them and could use more.   

Thank you so very much for your generosity. 

Message From the President 
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Message From the President, cont. 

The Christ Child 
Society of Tucson 
would like to thank 
the parishioners of 
Santa Catalina 
Catholic Church 
from the bottoms 
our hearts for the 
generosity they 
demonstrated the 
weekend of February 
19-20, 2022.  We 
collected over 24 
overflowing totes of 
hygiene items, 
blankets, and large 
cash donations to 
provide for Foster 
teens that Aviva 
Children’s’ Services 
supports.   Not only 
did they donate 
items, but 
parishioners even 
shared their stories 
of working in the 
Foster Teen system 
and how necessary 
the Wings collection 
is.  Due to Santa 
Catalina’s generosity 
the Christ Child can 
support Aviva on a 
regular basis and 
expand into their 
group homes. 
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CCST Calendar for the rest of our fiscal year: 

Please visit our website at www.christchildtucson.org 

501c3 Non-profits were all Jim Click Raffle Winners in 2022 
Thank you, Frances Smith, for making sure CCST is a part of the Jim Click raffle.  Jim Click rewarded $1,000 to each of the non-

profit organizations that participate in his raffle.  Because of your focus and leadership in this regard, CCST benefited from Jim 

Click’s generosity. 

Angela Schneider sent Jim a thank you note for his generosity and he responded with the following note: 

Date: March 4, 2022 at 11:19:31 AM MST;  Good morning Ms. Schneider, I truly, appreciate your nice thank you letter.  I am so 

glad you were able to participate in the raffle.  I think the Christ Child Society of Tucson is a wonderful treasure for our great 

community.  My many thanks to you all, for all you do!  I hope you will join us, again, this year in our Millions for Tucson 

Raffle.  May 2022 be your best year, yet!  

Best regards, Jim Click 
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Fast from judging others;  

Feast on Christ dwelling in them. 

 

Fast from Emphasis on differences; 

Feast on The unity of all life. 

 

Fast from Apparent darkness;  

Feast on The reality of all light. 

 

Fast from Thoughts of illness; 

Feast on The healing power of God. 

 

Fast from Words that pollute; 

Feast on Phrases that purify. 

 

Fast from Discontent; 

Feast on Gratitude. 

 

Fast from Anger; 

Feast on Patience. 

 

Fast from Worry; 

Feast on God’s providence.  

 

Fast from Complaining; 

Feast on Appreciation. 

 

Fast from Negatives’ 

Feast on Affirmatives. 

 

Fast from Unrelenting pressures; 

Feast on Unceasing prayer. 

 

Fast from Bitterness; 

Feast on Forgiveness. 

 

Fast from Self-concern; 

Feast on Compassion for others. 

 

Fast from Personal anxiety; 

Feast on Eternal truth. 

 

Fast from Discouragement; 

Feast on Hope. 

 

Fast from Facts that depress; 

Feast on Realities that uplift. 

 

Fast from Thoughts that weaken; 

Feast on Promises that inspire. 

 

Fast from Shadows of sorrow; 

Feast on The sunlight of serenity. 

 

Fast from Idle gossip; 

Feast on Purposeful silence. 

 

Fast from Problems that overwhelm; 

Feast on Prayer that sustains. 

If you would like to donate, become a member or get more information about  

The Christ Child Society of Tucson,  please visit our webpage: 

www.christchildtucson.org 

or call:  585-385-9064 

In Closing...Low Calorie Lenten Fasting  


